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There are few things in life as 
rewarding as giving a homeless 
animal a second chance at life. 
Some have never had a proper 
home, many have never had 
a good home and some have 
lost their home because of their 
owner’s life circumstances, of-
ten the death of the owner or the 
birth of a child who is danger-
ously allergic to pets.

One question that often arises 
is whether or not to give your 
new dog a new name. This may 
sound frivolous to some but it’s 
a serious question and a real 
consideration. Here’s my “rule 
of thumb” for renaming a dog.

If the dog has been in a loving 
home and has only positive as-
sociations with his name, I ad-
vise keeping the name. He has 
already lost so much in life, why 
subject him to losing the last fa-
miliar thing? It will help make 
the transition easier if he knows 
that you’re talking specifically 
to him. Acknowledge who he 
is and always use his name in a 
loving tone of voice. 

On the other hand, there are 
certainly times when changing 
your dog’s name is advisable, 

when he needs a fresh start in 
every possible way, including 
a new name. In some cases, the 
dog may have been brought 
into a shelter off the street and 
has no name. In that case, the 
shelter volunteers have named 
him but his only real association 
with the name is a loud, cold, 
noisy shelter environment and 
what little affection the volun-
teers can spare when it has to be 
spread among so many animals. 

In other cases, the dog has a 
bad association with his name. 
These are often the dogs that 
have been relinquished to shel-
ters. In breed rescue groups, vol-
unteers foster the dogs to help 
them make the transition to a 
new home so, for our purposes, 
we’ll be concentrating on shelter 
dogs or those off the street who 
have appeared in your life.

As I write this we still have 
remnants of the big snow in 
our yard. We had 10 inches 
at our house and I have to 
say that my Shelties were 
not impressed. I reminded 
them of their ancestry on the 
Shetland Islands, but they 
ignored me and hung out on 
the deck and under the house 
eaves. To be honest, it was 
hard for them to navigate in 
such deep snow. Fortunately 
we were only without power 
for 10 hours, but it was look-
ing like a 3-dog night for 
awhile.

2012 marks SPDR’s 25th an-
niversary, a huge achieve-
ment for a grassroots, 
nonprofit group. We’ll be 
celebrating in various ways 
throughout the year. Any 
ideas of ways to celebrate are 
welcome!

Along those lines, we’re in-
troducing Lisa Bachler in 
this issue. Lisa is SPDR’s 
new Support Coordinator 
and will be recruiting and 
organizing our volunteers 
and volunteer program. She 

Max,  formerly named Lethal
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He was named Red by the shelter staff.  
Red was picked up by animal control 
in early October. No tag! No collar! No 
microchip! He appeared to be just over 
a year old and to be healthy except for 
a heart murmur and a case of kennel 
cough. Because Red was so handsome, 
the staff knew that his family would 
surely come to claim him. No one did 
The shelter staff contacted us to take 
Red and find a home for him. Gerri and 
Glenn Wilson drove to Olympia to pick 
Red up and bring him to our home in 
Redmond, WA. 
 
We interviewed several families that 
might work for Red. One family stood 
out, the Shea family from Seattle. They 
came to visit Red on his second day 
with us. The children and dad were 
hooked right away. All they had to do 
was to look at Red’s sweet face. Mom 
wanted to think about it. But as they 
were leaving, Red followed mom along 
the fence to the car. She noticed him fol-
lowing her with his big brown eyes and 
that was it! She was hooked too. 

The Sheas had a family meeting when 
they got home and decided that Red 
was the one. The children had even cho-
sen the name Ike for their new friend.

On Red‘s (now Ike) fourth night with 
us, he had what we thought was a sei-
zure. By the time we rushed him into 
the vet the next morning he had two 
of these “seizures”.  Dr Rachael Israel 
Wise from the Value Vet Clinic in Bel-
levue told us that he was not having 
seizures but that he was probably faint-

ing because his heart was not able to pump enough blood 
fast enough. The same day she sent us to a cardio special-
ist, Dr. Hsu at the Seattle Veterinary Specialists in Kirkland. 
Here we discovered that Red had valvular pulmonic steno-
sis. One of his heart valves was not opening all the way so 
the blood flow was greatly restricted. He would need bal-
loon valvuloplasty, a very expensive procedure, to correct 
his condition, and it needed to happen very soon. We had 
three choices: have the $3,500 procedure done, do nothing 
and let him live his life until he didn’t wake up from one of 
his fainting spells, or put him to sleep now. 
 
One thing that we had to do right then was to call the Shea 
family and tell them the bad news. Because of Ike’s delicate 
condition, he was not a good candidate for adoption. They 
asked for some time to talk it over as a family. 
 
The very next morning we received a call from Dr. Wise. 
She wanted to call Washington State University to see if 
there was something that they could do. Within forty-five 
minutes she had an answer. The WSU Veterinary Teaching 
Hospital would do Ike’s surgery for 50% of the cost. That 
was GREAT!!  Where were we going to get the money? 

It Takes a Village. . . 
Another Miracle
By Vicki Brunell,
Boston Terrier Co-rep and Board Member
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Ike’s stay in the WSU Veterinary Teaching Hos-
pital started with the help of Rachel, the Cardio 
Department Coordinator. She got everything all 
set up and they were waiting for us when we ar-
rived. First we met with Dr. Michelle Meyer, who 
did all the preliminary work and introduced us 
to Dr. Brian Maran, who actually did the surgery 
for Ike.

It takes a  village
continued from page 2

We would have to have a fund rais-
er. We shared the exciting news with 
the Sheas and they jumped on board. 
They had decided to take Ike no mat-
ter the outcome.
  
We wrote a letter about Ike’s story and 
asked people to give what they could. 
It would all add up and Ike would 
have his surgery. We sent it to every-
one we could think of. We put it on 
web sites and Facebook pages. By the 
end of the fifth day we had raised over 
$2,000. We had donations from as far 
away as Austria and from all over the 
West Coast. Ike’s surgery date was set, 
and before we left for WSU, we had 
raised almost $3000.  That should cov-
er everything!

In order to get Ike to Pullman, WA, we had to 
scramble. It took three volunteers to get Ike and 
me there and back. Clarice Sackett drove the first 
leg from Redmond to Moses Lake, WA. Sue Mix-
on took over and drove from Moses Lake to Pull-
man and from Pullman back to Vantage after Ike's  
surgery. Al Williams drove from Vantage back to 
Redmond during a terrible snow storm to get Ike 
home. 

Dr. Meyer and Dr. Maran of WSU

continued on page 4
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For the dogs…  
A custom dog coat created from your dog’s specific measurements.  Water resistant nylon on one side, fuzzy warm fleece on the 
other side. Personalization available! Extra Small or Small $10.00; Medium $20.00; Large or Extra Large $25.00

For the humans… 
Quality people wear including clothing, accessories and duffle bags suitable for embroidery. We have an extensive inventory of 
dog embroidery designs... Buddy knows he has your breed! Browse our online catalog: www.companycasuals.com/buddysduds

Questions?  Contact Buddy at buddysduds@comcast.net
10% of all sales are donated to SPDR

Buddy’s Duds
Custom Dog Wear  •  Custom People Wear
Owned and operated by Buddy, an SPDR rescued Lhasa

www.buddysduds.com

Doctors Maran and Meyers did an excel-
lent job of explaining what the problem 
was and how they were going to fix it. They 
explained all the possible outcomes, both 
good and not so good. 

Ike’s surgery went just as planned. Ike had 
the best at WSU!!  His medical journey is 
still not over. Ike has several follow up visits 
and will be required to take heart medicine 
for the rest of his life.  

Here is the best part of this story. With the 
help of over 70 people who donated their 
time and/or dollars, just six weeks after Ike was 
picked up by animal control, he received life sav-
ing surgery and went to live with his forever fam-
ily. Thank you to all of you that made it possible 
for Ike to go to his new forever home. We couldn’t 
have made the journey without you! What more 
could a little dog ask?

It takes a  village
continued from page 3

Happy 
25th Anniversay, 

SPDR!

www.companycasuals.com/buddysduds
mailto:buddysduds@comcast.net
http://www.buddysduds.com
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The yard is not a babysitter – don’t expect to leave 
dogs out there on their own without trouble.

A tired dog is a good dog – a truism well known 
to dog trainers everywhere. A dog with energy 
to burn can undo your landscaping in a frightful 
hurry.

Compromise is key when dealing with dogs and 
landscapes. If the dog is digging, don’t try and 
stop him. Instead, give him a really terrific ap-
proved place to dig!

Safety is paramount. Use only products that are 
nontoxic, especially snail and slug baits.

Let the dog have some say in how he or she wants 
to use the landscape – maybe a kiddie pool for 
those water-loving retrievers or circular paths for 
those herding types or a perimeter path for the 
guarding breeds.

Tips for Combining 
Dogs and Gardens
By Cheryl S. Smith

•	 Dog-friendly Landscape Design
•	 Clean-up and Renovation
•	 Expert pruning
•	 Stonework
•	 Custom maintenance plans
•	 Installation (plants, pavers, groundcover, mulch and more)

www.northwestbotanicals.com    (206) 932-1850

Diana O. McLeod
License# NORTHB1015BJ 

Cheryl S. Smith is the author of Dog Friendly Gar-
dens, Garden Friendly Dogs. She lives on the Olympic 
Peninsula. 

www.northwestbotanicals.com
http://www.writedog.com/
http://www.amazon.com/Dog-Friendly-Gardens-Garden-Dogs/dp/1929242077/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1328141659&sr=8-1
http://www.amazon.com/Dog-Friendly-Gardens-Garden-Dogs/dp/1929242077/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1328141659&sr=8-1
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Donations
Thank you Lab Rep

CASA would like to give a huge 
THANK YOU to the wonderful 
Labrador Breed Rep and the fabulous 
foster home from Seattle Purebred 
Dog Rescue who committed to helping 
PawPaw (a chocolate Lab). We are 
excited to say that PawPaw has left 
the shelter and is on his way home 
with his new foster parents. No one 
could be more thankful than PawPaw 
himself. What a change from the past 
life which left the worn and raw collar 
wounds around his neck. Thank you 
for making PawPaw's second chance 
a reality.

Camano Island Shelter (CASA)

Helpful Breed Rep

This is a special thank you to Lynn 
Erckmann for helping us connect with 
“Samson,” the Sheltie.

Barbara Goucher

Light of Their Eyes

Thank you for the wonderful work you 
do. We would like to make a donation 
to your program in memory of our 
daughter and son-in-law's Boxer 
“Lucy.” She was the light of so many 
people’s eyes.

Jon & Laurel Shelton

Keep the Updates Coming

Jason and I are glad we found your 
organization. We are happy to 
know that our Westie Bridgit has a 
wonderful new home. Thank your 
for keeping us updated and sending 
pictures.

Laura Coen

Chloe, the Weimaraner

Good Luck on your surgery.
Kim Fleming

Taking Time to Say Thanks

God bless the good work you do.
Olivia Yang

Honoring My Best Friend

The enclosed donation is for Chloe’s 
medical fund in honor of my best 
friend and protector for fourteen years, 
my Weimaraner, Shadow. May Chloe 
soon know what it is like to be loved 
by a family.

Sandra Rea

A Beloved Companion

I am donating to your rescue group 
in the name of “Skipper” the Border 
Collie, beloved companion of Lois and 
Stan Barber. They adopted “Skipper” 
from a rescue group and had him for 
over ten years. This is a just a small 
token to help with all the wonderful 
work your organization undertakes.

Beverley Suther

Very Successful Adjustment

Thank you very much for helping us 
adopt “Ayla.” She is doing very well 
and adjusting to her new home. We 
love her!

Patti & Daniel Champoux

Puppy Finds a Home

Thank you for finding a home for my 
Doberman puppy “Ruby.”

Bill Ramos

Gizmo Always 
Remembered	

Enclosed is our gift to your wonderful 
organization in memory of our 
precious Shih Tzu/Lhasa named 
“Gizmo.” We got him through Becky 
Hughes in 1998. Sadly, he passed 
away in 2004 here in Arizona. We still 
think of him fondly.

Pat & Shirley Gallagher

Satisfied Adopter

Thank you for our beautiful Shelties. 
They are loved.

Louise Fellows

From Fellow Dog Lovers...

Frank Hogan
Irene Hewins

Howard & Susan Robboy
Kevin McCullen

James Slade
Steven & Sharon Poindexter

Barbara Goucher
Julia Bruk

Donald & Marie Rogers
Steven & Patricia Goldenberg

Ann Penn
Nada Johnson

Anna Lotz
Julie Ferado
Carol Collier

Jeff & Natalie Koncz
Gilbert & Joanne Mendoza

Jim Butler
Darren & Amy Gardner

Michelle & Dale Gjerness
Douglas Schmidt & Debra 

Townsend-Schmidt
Mary Barstow

Deborah & Ricardo Aguirre
Robert & Ann Donahue
Richard & Janis Kamrar

Susan & Clark Wall
Brenton Shelby
Paul Campbell

Barbara & Lawrence Dolan
Elizabeth Nodurft

Leonard & Sylvia Compher
Diana & Kent Knight

Mark Lacivita
Michael Burke

Laura & Jeremy Meeks
Carlos & Kandy Gonzalez

Gabriel Grieser
Randy Horton

James & Deborah Parent
Shelley Argent

Donald & Jean Goodfellow
Henry & Noelle Uro

Michael & Nicolle Walsh
Ulrike & Orley Bedford

Karen & Wayne Johnston
Debbie Smith

Kelly & Lynette Mendenhall
Patricia & William Morse

Gary & Sally Hammer
Virginia Miller

Andrew Henderson
Deborah Caldwell
Linda McGarvey

Karyn Rasmussen
Lynn Morley

Donald & June Whitnall
Mark Hill & Shirley Hedge

Jeanne Streck
Michael McGregor

Jason & Laura Coen
Diane Cummings

Nesterlyn Costales
Marjorie Wade

continued on page 7
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Donations
New Family Member

Many thanks for your organization. 
“Mari,” our new Shiba, is a beautiful 
addition to our family.

Tyler Sipe

Happy CEO

Please accept this donation on behalf 
of “Buddy’s Duds.”  “Buddy” (the 
CEO) and his grateful family thank 
you for bringing our little “miracle 
with paws” to us.

Tom & Teena Kracht

Beautiful Creatures

This donation is for the Pomeranian 
fund in memory of our beloved Coco, 
whom we adopted with the help of 
Susan Pfeiffer in 2002. May this help, 
in some small way, your continued 
efforts in saving the beautiful 
creatures which bless our human 
existence.

Steve & Dawn Clarke

Chloe
Available for adoption

8 year old Weimaraner, http://
www.petfinder.com/petde-
tail/21740350

“River”
German Shorthaired 

Pointer
Available for Adoption

More information about River 
on Petfinder.
http://www.petfinder.com/pet-
detail/21240016

“Jordy”
Gordon Setter

Adopted to a loving home

Nancy & Anthony Sukle
Christina & Brian Callahan

Patricia De Luna
Lare Mischo & Avis Jobrack

Dian Williams
Fay Krakower

Carole Lierman
Amy Isotalo
Erin Dewey

Micheal Burnett & Carlos Rustia
Kathryn Johnston

John Reed
Salvador & Shannon Guevara

Cynthia Malkowski
Mandy & Taylor Callaway

Mark & Marian Powell
Toshia Maund

Patricia & Aaron St. John
Erin Ishii-Oreiro and Ian Oreiro

William & Jacqueline White
Kathryn Hollingsworth

Noelle Uro
Patricia Imholte

Catherine Harger
Charles Goggio

Carol Wolf
Kristi Keilin

Dennis & Karla Bellett
Kristina Stokes

Patti & Daniel Champoux
Julia Chervoni & John Wylie
Virginia & Shannon Briggs

Ethel Middleton
Elizabeth Fortman

Sean & Nicole Sanders
Olivia Yang
Bill Ramos

Darryl & Patricia Milton
Melinda Hodgson

Louise Fellows
Linda Miller
Julie Redd

Pamela Maring
Kathy Cole

Allison Quick
Wendy Dahl
Billie Eaton
Holly Hoag
Doyle Myers
Sara Jolivet

Ricky Thomasson
Scott Rea

Joannine Martinez
Joshua Nelson

Vicki Kirk
Michael Kahler

David Muir
Darren & Elizabeth Cole

David Penrod
Bryan Mowry

Cynthia Wayburn
Suzanne Vaughan

Kendall Bryan
Tyler Sipe

Miniature 
Pinschers

Adopted to loving homes

continued on page  9

www.petfinder.com/petdetail/21740350
www.petfinder.com/petdetail/21740350
http://www.petfinder.com/petdetail/21240016
http://www.petfinder.com/petdetail/21240016
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Featured Breed Rep:  
Pam Carlson
Shiba Inus
By Lynn Erckmann, President
Herding Mentor and Sheltie Breed Rep

Pam Carlson has a lot of experience with primi-
tive, independent dog breeds. She began res-
cuing Akitas for SPDR around 1992. A couple 
of years later she added Shibas to her family 
because they are a lot like Akitas, just smaller. 
That led to being the Breed Rep for both Akitas 
and Shibas. Because Akitas can be dog aggres-
sive, it became difficult to foster them without 
putting the smaller Shibas at risk from the larg-
er dogs, so Pam settled on being the Shiba rep 
only.

Pam handles about 10 Shibas per year for SPDR 
but also places a few Shiba mixes and Jindos 
outside of SPDR. She hopes that someone with 
experience with the breed will start a Jindo 
rescue because she sees them in shelters and 
regularly gets calls about them. Additionally, 
Pam helps Shiba rescue in Oregon by doing home 
checks for them in Washington.

Pam grew up in Michigan. Her family moved to 
Saudi Arabia when she was twelve. It was there 
that she had her first experience with a primi-
tive breed when her family adopted a desert dog. 
These dogs are somewhat like dingoes or Canaan 
Hounds and are very independent. Because there 
was no high school for Americans in Saudi Ara-
bia, Pam returned to The United States, attending 
high school in Massachusetts and going to college 
in Ohio. 
 
Her parents were still in Saudi Arabia following 
graduation, so Pam came out to Washington be-
cause she was attracted to the Pacific Northwest. 
She enrolled in some post graduate classes at the 
University of Washington in Fisheries. She began 
working as a biologist on water quality for Wey-
erhaeuser in their environmental department. 
Now Pam has moved to Weyerhaeuser’s Forest-
ry Research Department, where she clones coni-
fers to produce high quality lumber.

Pam is training her 2-year-old Shiba in agility. She 
has a 6-month-old puppy that is in training for 
showing in conformation. Her 14-year-old Shiba 
is in nosework classes which she greatly enjoys, 
and they help to keep her old girl sharp. Pam is us-
ing totally positive training methods for her dogs 
and is very happy with the results. She compared 
Shibas to cats in dog suits, emphasizing how in-
dependent they can be, and how positive training 
really works for them.  

Pam is seeing more Shibas in pet stores. Shibas 
need heavy socialization as puppies and don’t re-
spond all that well to traditional training methods. 
Unfortunately this may lead to more dogs show-
ing up in shelters and rescue. Pam seems well-
equipped and capable of dealing with whatever 
need arises. Shibas and SPDR are lucky to have 
her on board.

Pam Carlson and Shiba Inu, Pip
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Tom & Teena Kracht
Maren Duff

Dana Miranda
Melissa Loh & David Lutz

Steven Helweg
Dr. Terry Smith

Leo Ahearn
Diane Rondeau

Leslie Blain
Kathleen Houlihan
Kimberly Shannon

Nancy & John Douglas
Wayne Tesauro

David West
Gregg Strand

Dawn Simmons
Gary & Kathy Hartman

William & Mary Freeborn
Sarah & Alan Balmforth

Julie & Kevin Hicks
William Eldridge
Terri Noteboom

In Memory of:
“Katie Rose”:  Robyn Hansen

“Lucy Shelton-Geddes”:  Jon & Laurel 
Shelton

“Coco”:  Steve & Dawn Clarke
“Zoey”:  Roger & Leslie Blain

“Gizmo”:  Patrick & Shirley Gallagher
“George”:  Faith McCreary

“Rillo”:  Greg Shaw & Anna Mastroi-
anni

In Honor of:
Andy Bauman:  Katie Schubert

Russ Baker:  Linda & Donald Baker
Dr. Robert Privette,DVM:  Roberta 

Bridges
Dr. Kathy Batdorf,DVM:  Roberta 

Bridges
Dr. Matthew Stidham,DVM:  Roberta 

Bridges
Dr. Marni Hamack,DVM:  Roberta 

Bridges
Kristopher Groff:  Anita Dietrich
Christie Bowers:  Agility Club of 

Evansville Indiana
Lynn Caulkins & Michael Nelson:  

Tim Heimerle
Andy Bauman & Vanny Him:  Katie 

Bauman
“Skipper”:  Bevereley Suther

Boston Terrier “Ike’s” Medical 
Expenses:

Mary Lynne Clark
Annette Walker

Karen Munz
Michelle Amicucci
Constance Miller
Martha Hanscom

Shosaku Bobroskie
Therese Gibson

Bob & Trish Oury

DonationsFrom Our President...
continued from page 1

Lynn
"Louie"

Basset Hound
Available for Adoption

Blitz was abused the first two years of his life. It took a couple of years 
for him to whole heartedly trust. Now at 9 1/2 he is a happy dog. His 

happiness is working sheep and he is really good at it.

Blitz 
Border Collie, Adopted

continued on page 14

will be looking for areas where 
breed reps can use help, where the 
Board can use help, as well as find-
ing writers for SPEAKS and help-
ing where needed.

Our featured breed rep is Pam Carl-
son, who rescues Shiba Inus. Pam 
is a long term rep and her help has 
been invaluable.

Our featured article on changing 
your adopted dog’s name is of inter-
est to me. When a dog comes to me 
in rescue, if it already has a known 
name I usually keep it. Many dogs 
come with names unknown or ones 
the shelters have given them, and 
those dogs always have to learn 
new names. It’s just one more little 
stressful thing for them when they 
are trying to adjust to new people 
and surroundings. However, the 
author does make a good point that 
if a dog has had a poor life that its 
name may not bring up good mem-

ories, so that must be taken into 
consideration.

I want to remind everyone that 
SPDR has a Facebook page. Any-
one can post photos of your SPDR 
dogs (both adopted and available 
for adoption), adoption stories, or 
things related to SPDR. 
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U
Meet The Breed: 
Golden Retriever
By Desiree Gibson, 
SPDR Breed Rep for Golden Retrievers

Unlike many breeds, the development 
of the Golden Retriever in histori-
cal terms is fairly recent, and thanks 
to the painstaking research carried 
out by breed historians, the history is 
well-defined and documented.

The breed originated from a series of 
crosses carried out by Lord Tweed-
mouth in Scotland from 1864 onwards. 
The starting point was his acquisition 
of a good looking yellow colored Flat 
Coated Retriever. He mated this dog 
to a Tweed Water Spaniel, a breed now long extinct, 
and then bred on from the offspring of this mating, 
using the occasional outcross to an Irish Setter, a sec-
ond Tweed Water Spaniel and a black Flat-coated 
Retriever. The dogs produced proved to be grand 
workers, obedient and attractive. Puppies from the 
crosses were given to friends and family, who also 
bred them. The dogs bred true to type, and so the 
forerunners of the breed we know today were es-
tablished.

It was not until 1908 that the breed came into the 
public eye. Lord Harcourt had formed a great lik-
ing for the breed and had gathered a collection of 
the dogs descended from the original crosses on 
his Oxford estate. He decided to exhibit them at the 
Kennel Club Show in 1908, where they created great 
interest. They were entered in a class for “Any Vari-
ety Retriever”, and described as Yellow Flat-coated 
Retrievers. The term ‘Golden Retriever’ was first 
coined around this time, and has been attributed to 
Lord Harcourt.

Once they had been seen by the general public, 
many people wanted to own one, and the breed’s 
popularity was assured. One of the people that saw 
them and acquired one was Mrs Charlesworth, who 
became the greatest enthusiast the breed has ever 
had. From 1910, when she acquired her first Golden, 
until her death in 1954, she championed the cause 

of the breed against all comers, and pushed her 
fellow enthusiasts relentlessly to keep the breed 
as a true “dual purpose” dog. She also organized 
her fellow enthusiasts into forming a Golden Re-
triever Club in 1911, writing a breed standard, 
and campaigning for the breed to be registered 
with the Kennel Club of England as a separate 
breed. (The Kennel Club had previously regis-
tered them as Flat-coated Retrievers). The breed 
was accepted by the Kennel Club of England in 
1913.

GOLDENS NEED:

Your Time and Companionship
Goldens are outgoing “people” dogs. They need 
to be with, around, near, on the lap, or underfoot 
of humans, because they thrive on love and at-
tention. In rescue Goldens these traits are often 
exaggerated. Goldens cannot be maintained as 
outside dogs; they are indoor companions. Con-
sider your lifestyle and household schedule—do 
you travel a lot, do you work long hours, are you 
busy with your children’s activities? In other 
words, do you have time to give the love and 
attention a Golden needs?

Exercise
Goldens need to have hard, consistent exercise 

continued on page 12
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Meet Lisa Bachler, 
SPDR’s New Support 
Coordinator
I'm very pleased to be joining SPDR as the Support 
Coordinator, as I adopted my second American 
Eskimo from SPDR back in 2006 and have been a 
fan and supporter since that introduction.

Many of you have a soft-spot for the breed of your 
current or past dogs; mine is for the Eskie, the 
breed that I adopted 12 years ago from the Hu-
mane Society. I adopted my second Eskie from 
SPDR after filling in a general adoption applica-
tion and speaking with Sherry Myers, the rep at 
the time, about what age/gender would be a good 
fit in my home. Sherry instilled in me the impor-
tance of probing questions to ensure that a dog is a 
perfect fit when going to its new home. I could tell 
that she had a deep love for the breed, and I stayed 
in touch with her whenever I had questions about 
my new adoptive dog.

When I heard of a huge puppy mill bust of Ameri-
can Eskimo dogs in Kennewick in 2009, I contacted 
a national breed rescue group to see how I could 
help. That initial contact, coupled with my fantas-
tic experience with my SPDR breed rep, led me 
to the dog rescue circuit. I have fostered a couple 
dozen dogs over the years, each one still having a 
portfolio of pictures on my computer. 

In addition to breed rescue, I was a Program Man-
ager in my "other" life until I retired in Novem-
ber of 2010. When I left, many of my coworkers 
commented, "Now you can do dog rescue work 
that you've felt a passion for!" I did, indeed, go 
full time with the rescue group I had volunteered 
with, and I spent many hours transporting, foster-
ing, vetting, and adopting out American Eskimo 
dogs, as well as continuing work as a board mem-
ber and newsletter editor. My retirement was al-
ways intended to be short-term, however, and I 
knew I would eventually return to the workforce. 
I'm very lucky to have found a position that blends 
the project management that energizes me with a 
cause that I feel passionate about.

Lisa Bachler and Luna

Seattle Purebred Dog Rescue has an outstand-
ing group of volunteers, including foster homes, 
Breed Reps, general volunteers, and the Board of 
Directors. My goal as Support Coordinator is to 
fully engage the volunteers and ensure that ev-
eryone wanting to assist the organization knows 
whom to contact to lend a hand—whether that is 
helping out at the SPDR booth at events, trans-
porting dogs, writing articles for Speaks or one of 
the many other opportunities available. With 2012 
being the 25th anniversary of SPDR, it's going to 
be the best year yet!

Juneau and friend
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continued on page 13

daily (20-30 minutes twice a 
day) or they may have trouble 
adjusting to the calm house-pet 
role expected by most owners. 
Dogs will not exercise by them-
selves. You must interact with 
them. Goldens that do not get 
enough exercise can exhibit be-
havior problems such as inap-
propriate chewing, excessive 
barking, unruly behavior, and 
digging.   Senior Goldens also 
require daily walks and play-
time in order to stay healthy.

Grooming
Goldens should be brushed 
every other day.   Professional 
grooming costs $30 to $50 ev-
ery 6–8 weeks. Goldens need to 
have their toenails cut regularly 
and most Goldens need to have 
their ears cleaned frequently; 
both tasks are simple for dog 
owners to learn to do.

Food and Veterinary Care
Feeding one dog for a year will 
cost about $300–$400. Routine 
veterinary expenses run be-
tween $200–300 a year. Goldens, 
like all breeds, have certain he-
reditary conditions. They are 
prone to skin allergies, hot spots, 
and ear infections, and occasion-
ally hypothyroidism (underpro-
duction by the thyroid gland, 
easily treated with daily oral 
medication) or hip and eye prob-
lems. Though many expenses 
are hidden in the grocery bill 
(food, leashes, collars, brushes, 
shampoos, toys, etc.), they do af-
fect the family budget!

Goldens Are:
Extremely tolerant of chil-
dren but, like any other dog, if 

teased, frustrated, or physically 
harmed, Goldens will growl 
and can bite. Goldens can be 
good family dogs, but no dog 
should be left alone with young 
children.

Goldens have an average life 
span of twelve to thirteen years 
although fifteen year–olds are 
not unknown. Consider what 
your plans might be in five 
to twelve years. Will you still 
welcome the responsibility of 
a highly social dog when you 
have a family, go back to work, 
have an “empty nest” when the 
kids go to college or when you 
retire and want to travel?

Don’t Get a Golden if:
You want a fastidiously kept 
home. Goldens are a long, dou-
ble-coated breed and they shed 
constantly. You will always find 
some dog hair around, especial-

ly on rugs, furniture, your nicest 
clothes, and, oh yes, occasion-
ally in your food. 

Like any other dog, Goldens 
can get ticks and fleas and their 
paws will track dirt, mud, and 
snow into the house. Goldens 
possess active tails, making 
clean sweeps of coffee tables.

You object to a dog having your 
personal or household articles in 
his mouth. Goldens are retriev-
ers—genetically programmed 
to carry laundry, shoes, kids’ 
toys, etc. in their mouths!

You want a guard dog. Though 
they may bark and growl defen-
sively, when it comes to brass 
tacks, they’d just as soon kiss 
the intruder and show him to 
the silver.

Meet the Breed...
continued from page 10 
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Breed Characteristics:
Size: Breed standard is 55-65 
lbs. and 21-22" tall at the withers 
(shoulder) for females, 65-75 lbs 
an 23-24” tall for males.

Color:  Ranges from cream to 
gold to mahogany.

Energy Level:  High  for the 
Sporting Group, high for Gold-
en Retrievers in general.

Life expectancy: 12 to 14 years

Abilities:  Excellent family com-
panions, but also excel at Obedi-
ence, Agility, Tracking, Search & 
Rescue, and Therapy work.

Compatibility with Children:  
Excellent.

Compatibility with Other Ani-
mals: Very Good.

Shedding/Grooming: High.

Health Issues:  Allergies, hip 
dysplasia, hemangiosarcoma 
and lymphosarcoma, hypothy-
roidism.

Best with:   An owner that has 
the time and energy to spend 
with an active Golden Retriever.

Not for: Someone looking for an 
independent companion.  Gold-
ens are known as “velcro 
dogs.”   They want to be with 
their people at all times, and 
have an almost constant need 
for attention. 
 
Pros: Gentle, loving, active, 
highly trainable.

Cons:  Needy, high shedding 
factor, potential medical issues/
allergies.

A Golden Moment...

One of my most memorable rescues was Elvis.  Elvis was fos-
tered by an SPDR volunteer in Everett.  His prior owners didn’t 
have time for him anymore, and he had been relegated to out-
door living.  

I had an applicant who lived in the same general vicinity, but 
she’d been on the waiting list for quite some time, so I wasn’t 
sure if she was in the position to adopt at that given moment.  I 
gave her a call, and found out that her son had just passed away 
from brain cancer, leaving three small children behind.  She was 
understandably completely devastated by this and initially said 
that she wasn’t ready to adopt at this time.  

However, she called me back later that day and said this might 
just be what she needed. She came out to meet Elvis and ad-
opted him immediately. 

A few years later, she wrote to say that Elvis was the best thing 
that had happened to her, and that when she was in the throes 
of grief and depression over the passing of her son, Elvis was 
like a lifeline to her. She said that Elvis saved HER life. It’s end-
ings like this one that make me thrilled to be a part of SPDR, 
rescuing Goldens.  
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Boston Terrier “Ike’s” Medical Ex-
penses:  (cont.)

Mark & Laura Heldreth
Loralei Walker & Bridget Korman

Norman & Suzanne Berch
Cassie Malloy

David & Teresa Cody
Florence Woodbrook

Carrie Duncan
Clarice Sackett

Daniela Lenci-Hewitt & Robert Hewitt
Eastside Dog “Sweet Pea”

Diane Spera
Susan Haglund
Patty Corroon

Thomas & Norma Barrett
James Browning & Martha Edwards 

Browning
Otto & Terrie Sosapavon

Alene Jacobson
William & Susan Wilder

Lawrence Antil
Luis Garcia & Gwendolyn Olivarez

Kathleen Raney
James & Amber Rossignol

Janet Umbers
Kari Stricker

Susan Epperly
Meriel Darzen

Jenna McKenzie
Shelly Donald

Christine Vanderburg
Amber Huff

Thomas Edmondson
Huong Hill
April James

Kathleen Corbierre
James Giger
Logan Reed

Ruth Rauherz
Mathew Vickery

Libelula Arts
Steve McKee

Michelle DeGrand
Beverly Trover
Allison Quick
Mardee Austin

Valerie Lescantz
Lori Moon

Janis McGibbon
Cynthia Turner
Brad Epperly

Ron Bally
Vicki Brunell

Weimaraner “Chloe’s” Medical Ex-
penses:

Sandra Rea
Kim Fleming

Lauren Ulatoski Root
Jan Gallagher

Kelly McArthur
Amy Figgins
Geri McNeil

Laura Hinrichs

Donations
Renaming your rescue 
dog continued from page 1

Usually, dogs who have been re-
linquished by their owners have 
come with some sort of history 
or their reaction to volunteers 
can tell part of the story just by 
watching their body language. 
While most small dogs are giv-
en up because of housetraining 
issues, many people get a dog 
and get tired of it so they stick 
the dog in the backyard, totally 
ignoring this living, breath-
ing, sentient being. Or they get 
bored. Or they no longer want 
the responsibility, or it grew big-
ger than they thought. The hu-
man-animal bond means noth-
ing to these people and it is the 
dog that suffers. Other people 
take out their hostilities on the 
dog, hitting it, screaming at it, 
kicking it , etc. Not one of these 
dogs will have a positive asso-
ciation with his or her name. 
These dogs have often been 
called by name only to be pun-
ished; they’ve been screamed at, 
they’ve been abused.

Along with the tender, loving 
care you provide a new name 
will help set the tone for a new 
life.

Naming your adopted dog will 
give you both a fresh start. You 
may want to start with some-
thing close to the dog’s previous 
name and use the old name first, 
quickly followed by the new 
name. Then switch to new first 
and then old name, and then 
phase out the old name entirely.

If the dog’s background has 
been so horrible that he quakes 
when he hears his name, just 
change it immediately and re-
member to associate it with only 

Lillie Mae, formerly Mae, 
a Border Collie

Lily, a Sheltie, formerly Precious

Another Lily, a Bull Terrier continued on page 15continued on page 15
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good things. Use his name and 
toss a treat his way but not di-
rectly at him. Don’t frighten him 
because he’s had a lifetime of 
fear. Always call him to you to 
pat and praise him and give him 
a small treat. You never want to 
call any dog to you for punish-
ment or to yell at him. Always 
make the association positive 
and loving.

Remember to be patient with 
your new family member. It 
takes time to adjust to a new 
home, a new name, and feel se-
cure. Positive training will help 
him make happy associations 
with his new home, his new 
family and his new life. Speak 
softly to him, tell him he’s a 
good boy (or good girl) and set 
your dog up to do things that 
you can encourage. Mistakes 
happen. Don’t yell at him, es-
pecially be careful to use the 
new name in positive, loving 
ways and don’t rush your new-
comer. Allow him to have some 

time get acquainted. He’s going 
to expect to be yelled at for no 
reason that he understands, or 
punished, or left alone in the 
yard, or returned to the shelter. 
It takes time to build trust and 
that wonderful human-animal 
bond. A slow, steady start and 
a brand-new name will lead to 
a lifetime of wonderful expe-
riences and a deep and satis-
fying human-animal bond for 
you and your dog.

Darlene Arden is a Certified 
Animal Behavior Consultant, a 
speaker, a learning facilitator, an 
award-winning writer, and the au-
thor of more than half a dozen pet 
books, including her dog behavior 
book Rover, Get Off Her Leg! 
You can find her online at www.
darlenearden.com and on Red 
Room. 

Max, a Scottie, with owner Barbara Kam

Duff
Available for adoption

3 yr old male albino Dober-
man, needs active home with 
no other pets

Boston Terrier Club 
of Western Washington

West Highland White Terrier Club 
of Puget Sound

Puget Sound 
Doberman Pinscher Club

Microsoft Matching Gifts Program
Steven Salazar Aray

Stacey Kelly
Jeffrey Sutherland

Sondra Webber

“Rennie” the Westies Operation:
Douglas & Roseanne Jones

Laurence Starks
Kim Niles

Suzanne Vaughn
Denita McLeod
Joanie McCain

Jill Johnson
Dede Harris

Elizabeth Escobar
Laura Coen

Ardeth Bolin
Donna Steel

Valerie Rappleyea
Phil & Dorothy Larimore

“Murry” the Border Collies Vet. 
Expenses:

Salena Colby & Ronald Ragon
Ellice Freas

Robin Bridges

City of Seattle Employee Giving

Donations

http://redroom.com/member/darlene-arden/books/rover-get-off-her-leg
http://www.darlenearden.com
http://www.darlenearden.com
http://redroom.com/member/darlene-arden/blog
http://redroom.com/member/darlene-arden/blog
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Here is a book that every per-
son who adopts a dog should 
read, preferably before bring-
ing the dog home. It contains 
all of the common sense infor-
mation SPDR’s breed reps try 
to share with their adopters 
in one small handbook that 
they could carry in a pocket or 
handbag if not clipped to their 
belt.

It begins with all of the things 
you should do before bringing 
the dog home, such as getting 
the needed supplies, dog-
proofing the house, learning 
as much as possible about the 
new dog, even bringing home 
a blanket or towel the dog has 
slept on to make him more 
comfortable. Perhaps more 
importantly, the book tells 
you what NOT to do.

It moves on to the first day 
when you bring your dog 
home and covers the car ride, 
introductions to the family, 
other dogs, and other pets. 
There is an emphasis on pre-
venting housetraining mis-
takes and how to deal with 
them when they occur. Again, 
the authors also address what 
not to do – no welcome home 

party, no immediate trips to the 
vet or groomer (unless abso-
lutely necessary), and staying 
close to home until the dog has 
settled in.

The book then moves into es-
tablishing daily routines and 
house rules, followed by build-
ing a relationship with your 
new dog. Patience is stressed 
over and over, as well as giving 
it a safe place where it can re-
treat and not scaring your dog. 
There is a brief chapter on train-
ing with positive reinforcement.  
This wraps up the first half of 
the book.

The second half is devoted to 
common behavior problems 
with adopted dogs. It is not 
intended to be complete but 
to get you started on dealing 
with separation anxiety, house 
re-training, chewing, resource 
guarding, common fearful be-
haviors, and problems with 
other dogs. The authors also tell 
you when it’s time to seek pro-
fessional help.

The book closes with a list of 
resources. The authors list other 
books for in depth information 
with training problems, offer 

Love Has No Age Limit: 
Welcoming an Adopted Dog Into 
Your Home
Authors: Patricia B. McConnell, PhD., and Karen B. London, PhD.
Publisher: McConnell Publishing Ltd., 2011
As Reviewed by Lynn Erckmann, President, Sheltie Breed Rep

information on how to find a 
trainer or behavioral consul-
tant, and provide some useful 
websites.

Love Has No Age Limit has 
been nominated for a Dog 
Writers of America Associa-
tion award.  We thought it was 
so useful that all of our breed 
reps should have a copy, so 
we purchased a large number 
and provided them at no cost 
to reps. They can share the 
information with their adopt-
ers or lend the book to adopt-
ers. Hopefully it will help 
more dogs adjust to their new 
homes more easily and lead 
to successful placements.

Book Nook: 
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Name:

Address:

City:				              State:

Zip:		      Email:

Phone# (optional)

Comments:

Yes, I want to help SPDR!
Seattle Purebred Dog Rescue
PO Box 3523
Redmond, WA  98073-3523

✁

q	 Enclosed please find a donation of $

q	 Please send me a Foster Home Application

q	 I’m interested in becoming a Breed Rep or
	 Co-Rep for
	 	 	 (breed)

SPDR Resources and Information
Breed Rep Coordinator
Lynn Erckmann

Breed Rep Mentors
Herding:.............................Lynn Erckmann
Hound:................................. Sylvie McGee
Misc./Non-AKC....................... Patti Govoni
Non-Sporting:......................... Patti Govoni
Sporting:.................................. Edith Bryan
Terrier:................................. Susan Hilliard
Toy:...................................... Susan Pfeiffer
Working:.............................. Nancy Phillips

Shelter Liaison:  Lynn Erckmann

Shelter Manager: Chris Enrico

Shelter Coordinators
Chris Enrico: Tacoma, Olympia
Janet Legg:  Everett, Kent
Joan Delvecchio:  PAWS, Seattle Animal 
Shelter, Seattle Humane Society

Volunteer Coord.:  Lisa Bachler
Foster Coordinator:  Janet Legg

Public Awareness & Booth Coordi-
nator:  Sharon Davis

Main Phone Contact:  Jenya Campbell

Mail Secretary:  Betsy Robb

Statistics Coordinator:  Mary Hill

Speaks! Editors: Terry Albert and 
Lynn Erckmann

Webmaster: Wayne Seward

Founded in 1987 by:
Dixie Tenny and Dale Gordon

Board of Directors
Lynn Erckmann, President
Patty Carey, Vice President
Wendy Dahl, Treasurer
Mary Hill, Secretary
Janet Legg
Claudia Celano
Vicki Brunell
Gretchen Schumacher, Member Pro Tem
Sharon Davis, Emeritus Member

Seattle Purebred Dog Rescue
PO Box 3523

Redmond, WA 98073-3523
(206) 654-1117

www.spdrdogs.org

Our Mission:
Seattle Purebred Dog Rescue is a non-
profit rescue, referral, and education 
organization dedicated to placing 
unwanted purebred dogs into suitable 
homes, and preventing unwanted 
purebreds from overloading the 
shelter system. Towards attaining 
these goals, we promote responsible 
dog ownership by educating the 
public in the selection, care and 
training of dogs.  Founded as a non-
political organization in 1987, SPDR 
works cooperatively with breeders, 
animal shelters, breed clubs, and 
individuals to accomplish SPDR’s 
purpose.

© 2012 Seattle Purebred Dog Rescue

SPDR SPEAKS! is published four 
times a year as a community service 
for dog lovers everywhere.

To Advertise in Speaks:
All advertisements must be in ac-
cord-ance with our mission state-
ment.  SPDR takes no responsibility 
for, and makes no warranties, ex-
pressed or implied, as to the accu-
racy of any claim, offer, or assertion 
made in any advertising placed in 
SPDR Speaks! To advertise, con-
tact SPDR’s main phone line and 
request an Advertising Submission 
Form.

Full page:                    $25/issue
Inside half page:        $15/issue
Quarter page:             $10/issue
Business card:              $4/issue

To Submit Articles:
Speaks! articles are selected for 
education, general interest and 
entertainment value, with a focus 
on canine companions.  Authors’ 
views do not necessarily represent 
the policies of SPDR, nor does the 
publication of any article constitute 
an endorsement by SPDR.  Material 
submitted for publication is sub-
ject to editing.  Mail submissions to 
Lynn Erckmann at:  
flurry@u.washington.edu

www.spdrdogs.org
mailto:flurry@u.washington.edu
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SPEAKS has 
Gone Green!  

SPEAKS is now available for 
FREE as an electronic PDF on 

our website:
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